
H E A D  O F  T H E  C L A S S

Wells College takes sustainability 
commitment to a higher degree 

Total investment

$2.2
Million

Total annual savings:

$229,427
Thousand

Annual CO2 savings

1,190
Tons

OVERVIEW

When it comes to sustainability in higher education, 

Wells College receives high grades. The college has 

been recognized by the Princeton Review and the Sierra 

Club for its sustainability efforts, and it recently earned 

a gold rating from the Assocation for the Advancement 

of Sustainability in Higher Education. It is now working 

with Metrus to implement improvements that will bring an 

array of environmental benefits—both on-campus and off.  

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

UPGRADES:

• High-performance LED  
fixtures

• Building envelope 
improvements

• Building automation systems 
(BAS) upgrades

• Steam trap repair and 
replacement

PROJECT PARTNERS:



THE STORY

Progressive thinking flourishes in higher-education communities, as 
the growing interest in sustainability demonstrates. Wells College 
in Aurora, NY, has emerged as a leader in that area, winning wide 
recognition for its sustainability practices and education. Its Center 
for Sustainability and the Environment is a symbol of its commit-
ment, serving as a hub for programs that promote sustainability in 
the college community.

“Sustainability is something we take seriously at Wells, both in what 
we teach our students and how we manage the health of our build-
ings,” said Wells College President Jonathan Gibralter.

In keeping with those values, Wells sought to implement a range of 
energy efficiency improvements that would create a more comfort-
able—and sustainable—living and learning environment. Financing 
the project was the issue. Wells needed a way to pay for the im-
provements that wouldn’t adversely impact its balance sheet or 
interfere with covenants on other existing financing arrangements.

A sustainable financing option

Metrus Energy provided the answer. Metrus’ Efficiency as a Ser-
vice model provides a unique solution for organizations that want 
the benefits of an energy efficiency retrofit without impacting their 
balance sheet or capital expenditures budget. Project costs are 
covered by realized energy savings.

THE UPSHOT

The Efficiency Services Agreement (ESA) will enable the college to 
make significant improvements to key residential dormitory build-
ings and academic spaces. The work includes campus lighting, 
comfort control upgrades, building envelope, steam traps, and new 
HVAC controls. The improvements will result in a 14% reduction in 
total electricity use on campus and a 28% drop in fossil fuel (pro-
pane and fuel oil) consumption.

Metrus Energy 5 Third Street, Suite 822 415-284-5000
 San Francisco, CA 94103 metrusenergy.com

Working with Metrus, a 
leader in financing energy 
efficiency projects, makes 
sound economic sense and 
keeps us on target for our 
sustainability goals.”

Jonathan Gibralter
President
Wells College


